
Via U.S. Mail and Electronic Mail 

Elizabeth McKenna 
Office of Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10, ORC-158 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98101 

Re: Historical Information 
Bremerton MGP Site 

Dear Elizabeth and Bill: 

January 31, 2014 

Bill Ryan 
Remediation Manager 

HOWARD F. JENSEN 
206.829.8756 

howard@verislawgroup.com 

U.S. EPA Region 10, ORC-158 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98101 

Cascade Natural Gas Corporation (Cascade) has asked us to provide you with certain 
documents and additional information regarding historical operations at the former manufactured 
gas plant (MGP) in Bremerton, Washington. The documents consist of the following, copies of 
which are enclosed with this letter: 

• A newspaper article regarding dismantling of the MGP in 1972. 
A transcript of a deposition of Sverre Simonson1 conducted on November 24, 1997. 
Mr. Simonson was a gas maker at Western Gas Company of Washington and later 
worked as a service mechanic for Cascade. 

The additional info1mation consists of recollections by persons with knowledge of the 
MGP. The information was obtained by or at the direction of Cascade's former attorneys and is 
summarized in confidential documents we cannot share with EPA. Although we cannot share the 
documents themselves, we can extract the information and present it to EPA in a different form. 
Enclosed please find a summary of the information. Please understand Cascade's production of 
the information does not constitute any waiver of confidentiality or privilege in the underlying 
documents. Cascade and our firm strictly maintain and reserve all such confidentiality and 
privilege. 

1 Mr. Simonson is sometimes identified as Svari. 
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Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

VERIS LA GROUP PLLC 

HOWARD F. JENSEN 

cc: Client 

4827-9470-1335, v. 2 



Cascade's Old Manufactured Gas lant in Bre1nerton Sold al Auction 
By DENISE KAL.Ef'fE 

Bremerton Sun Staff Writer 

T'llc shell 01' u plant lhat mat.le big headlines 
bac.:k in 193 l us Bremerton':; ncwcst 1 dru<Jgcry-
1.!liminating in<lustry was auctioned off yester
day, piccc by piece. 

Cascatlc Natural Gas Corp .. hired an V.dmonds 
firm h> do Lht: auctioneering: at the old manu· 
focturing gas plant al 1800 Thompson Drive. 

fhc auction netted S6,900. u terrine depre
ciation from the $250,000 the plant was esti· 
muted to have cost when it wus built 

The quurter-million-tlollur gas plant and the 
M:rnctte Bridge were hailed as the "progress 
steps'" of the year, buck in l931. 

Even Mayor Jack MacGillivray wus on hand 
April 21, 1931, at u ccremonit1l first burning ol' 
the gas from the plan l that belonged then to 
Western Gas Company of Washington, n sub· 
sidiary of Diversified Utility Investments, Inc 

'·'The advent of gus with all of its attendant 
conveniences," was a subjcct of interest not 
only to Brcmcrtonians, but also presumably to 
those in Milford, Kan., where radio station 
KFKB broadcasl a special program about the 
new plant. 

Sponsored by the Public Utility Investment 
Company, an affiliate of Western Gas, the 30-

minute s1h.'cia! prc-l:mptcJ regular programing 
ll wm; al'.'c.:ompanicd by a '"mcssagl: ot .t,trceting 
lo the dtir.cns of 8rcmcrto11.'' lite oltl Daily 
News Scan:hlight notl!U. 

At ycsh:rday's auction, there was no sut.:h 
fanfare~· no program except the swil L wriou~ 
monotom: of Jim Murphy, whose firm Murphy 
Auctions conducted the sak 

The holding tanks and pkt.:cs ol machinery 
left in the hulk of a building were oltcn rusted. 
outtlatc<l affairs bi<l !or by dealers who camt.! 
from Seattle, Poulsbo, clscwht.!rc in the Soun<l 
and l!vcn frnm us far away us Portland. 

Darwin Snow, owner of Bremerton Marine 
Servke bought a couple or fiberglass tanks. 
some libL'rgluss insulation und a desk-all lor 
S26. 

The brick building itself' went for on!>' S4 75. 
acl!or<ling to Jack Randull, di!itrict manugL'r of 

THE OLD manufactured gas plant in Bri:wcr .. 
to11. expendable for se11eral year':.'. was sold at 
auction Mar 1 i11 an ammgcme11t made with 
the Murphy Auction organization by Vice 
President Jim Dic:kinso11 /11 tile photo . .Jim 
Murphy (ce11tcr) fs describing a piece of rile 
equipment before calling for bfds -Photo by 
Cliff McNair. Jr., Bremerton Sun 

Cusi.:adc Natural (;;I';< 11rporalion·, Br\:mcrton 
oft kc That pttr(hnsc indudul 60.!Jl.lO oil.I mu 
brkks m:rnnlill!,! lo Murphy 

Som!.! or th~~ spt.:dalizcd itt:m\ in the pl:int 
wen: not biu on at all. whik tllhcn ran!!ct..I trom 
us low us $I to a hi!,!h ot $550 1or the big 
murrnlacturcLI µas ~tl)ra!!c tank\ outside lhc 
building 

Cascmk hai; sci a J~mllirK lor April 15 for 
removal M th1: proper!}· b~ its pun:hascrs, with 
:mrnll items lo be dcun:u bcll.Hl: that d;1te, The 
gas firm probably will sell th~ Thomps'rn Dl'ivc 
lund too. Randall said 

With tht~ coming ot nurural gas. Cascade 
muuc the plant obsolete in 1963, Ram.tall suid. 
The nuturul gus was murc -:ompctithdy prkcc.I 
and it was trallsporti.:J mort! easily he added 

Also. the heavy gas obtained b) the burning 
of coal was highly to:dc, Rundall said because 
or the carbon monoxide it contain\)d 

Cas!.!utlc hu<l purchased lhc building in the 
mid 1950s. At the time ga~ \\Us obtained by 
coal-burning and by a propane und air combin· 
ing method. 

Since 1963, th~ plunt was used as u storage 
area, for a short time, for magnesium research. 

The natural gas firm now Sl.!rves about 5 ,500 
customers in the Bremerton-Port Orchard arear 
Randall said. 
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VIDEO DEPOSITION OF SV ARI SIMONSON 
(Written transcript of videotape/audiotape) 

November 24, 1997 

Participants: Tom Lindley, Miller Nash ("TL") 
Svari Simonson, Former Employee of Cascade ("SS") 

[Note: ** = indicates word or phrase within asterisks is unclear] 
**** =totally indecipherable word or phrase] 

TL: Good afternoon, this is Tom Lindley. I'm an attorney with Miller Nash. Miller 
Nash is legal counsel for Cascade Natural Gas. It is Monday, November 24, 
1997; a few minutes before 1 : 00 in the afternoon. I'm here to obtain some 
information relating to the Bremerton, Washington manufactured gas plant site. 
This matter came to the attention of Cascade Natural Gas and to my attention 
based on a letter from William Sesko -- S-E-S-K-0 -- that was sent by 
Mr. Sesko' s attorney to Cascade Natural Gas talking about the old Bremerton gas 
works, and I have marked that -- just for purposes of the record to go along with 
the video -- as Simonson Video Exhibit No. 1. I'm not going to go through it and 
we aren't going to use it, but the purpose of referring to Simonson Video Exhibit 
No. 1 is to point out that it is a demand from Mr. Sesko through his attorney to 
Cascade and that it attaches to it as its third page, a map that the letter describes as 
a 1928 Sanborn map. Now, this 1928 Sanborn map is one that I'm going to be 
using throughout this talk to try to gain additional information about what 
happened at this facility. We invited Mr. Sesko or his attorney to be present 
today, as we were attempting to get more information. We've received an 
indication that they have chosen not to attend. We again offered them another 
opportunity and they have not responded. 

We're here today with a former employee of Cascade Natural Gas, and that is 
Mr. Simonson, and I'm going to ask Mr. Simonson to identify himself for the 
camera and for me. 

SS: Oh, I'm Svari Simonson. 

TL: And Mr. Simonson, when were you born? 

SS: 1919; 16th of August. 

TL: And where were you born? 

SS: In Oslo, Norway. 

TL: And you came to the United States shortly after World War II? 

SS: Yes. 
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TL: Now, after you came to the United States, you held several different professional 
positions or occupations. One was the manager of an oyster shell mill? 

SS: Right. 

TL: After leaving the oyster shell mill, did you join with a gas company? 

SS: Yes. 

TL: And what was that gas company? 

SS: Western Gas; located on Thompson Drive. 

TL: And that's Thompson Drive in Bremerton, Washington? 

SS: Right. 

TL: And about what year was that? 

SS: 1953. 

TL: And did that -- what was at that plant or that site? 

SS: It was a manufacturing gas plant; manufacturing gas for public use. 

TL: And how long did you stay at that plant site? How long did you keep working at 
that plant site? 

SS: You mean before we got the propane **air** in? 

TL: At least initially, yes. 

SS: Around roughly two years. 

TL: Okay; were you at the sight until it ultimately closed? 

SS: Yes. 

TL: Did the site ever transfer from Western Gas to another gas company? 

SS: Yeah; transferred to Cascade Natural Gas. 

TL: Did you continue to work with Cascade Natural Gas? 

SS: Yes, I did. 

TL: But not at that plant site. 

SS: No. 
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TL: After it was converted to propane. 

SS: Yeah; then we worked out of the office -- downtown Bremerton. 

TL: Okay; we'll talk about that plant site in some -- at some length in a moment or so. 
What positions did you hold at the Bremerton manufactured gas plant site? 

SS: At the time there was shut down? 

TL: What did you start as? 

SS: I started as a gas maker's helper. 

TL: Um-hmm. 

SS: And ended up as a gas maker. 

TL: Okay; and what does a gas maker's helper do? 

SS: You keep the place op -- clean, neat -- and you also haul in briquettes to be used 
in the generator to generate the heat to what we call crack down the oil to make 
gas out of the oil. 

TL: And what did the gas ma -- what did you do as the gas maker at that facility? 

SS: Then I was making the gas. 

TL: Okay; let's talk a moment about how you manufacture gas. Many people these 
days are accustomed to turning a switch. 

SS: Um-hmm. 

TL: And the heater comes on and the gas comes through pipes. 

SS: Um-hmm. 

TL: We're talking now about something you were doing in the early 1950's. How did 
you make gas? 

SS: Well, first we had a generator that was heated up to -- I'm not sure -- say 11 --
1200 degrees and then the oil come in -- into that hot wall and evaporated. Then 
it went from there into a scrubber where the gas goes through a tank where you 
have wooden slots and **water** so the gas is kind of washed out. Then it goes 
from there and into holder and from the holder it goes into a purification and from 
there it goes into the holder that supplies the gas for the city. Is that about --? 

TL: That's a good summary. In terms of the way you heated it, I believe you used the 
word "briquettes". 
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SS: Yes. 

TL: Were they a fuel for a heater of some sort? 

SS: Right; they were used in the generator for heat. 

· TL: And you said that oil would go in and be evaporated. 

SS: Right. 

TL: What type of oil was that? 

SS: Diesel oil. 

TL: And the diesel oil would then go through -- if I understood correctly -- you said 
after it evaporated it would go through some sort of scrubber? 

SS: Yes. 

TL: And can you tell me a little more about the scrubber? 

SS: The scrubber is a tank with wooden boards and water sprinkling over the wooden 
slots and the gas goes through there and that's what the scrubber did before it 
went into the purification. 

TL: And what happened in the purification section? 

SS: Well, that takes all the impurities out of the gas and takes some of the odor out of 
it and that's about only thing it is. 

TL: And then the gas would go into storage tanks? 

SS: Yes. 

TL: And from the storage tanks it'd be pumped to the people who were going to use 
the gas. 

SS: Yeah, the -- we had the -- we had two compressors that was pumping into the 
storage tanks and they were kept up to -- oh, I can't remember for sure, but 
around 80-85 pound of pressure on those storage tanks. So when we shut the 
plant down in the evening, then the city had plenty of gas coming out of the 
storage, so they were drawing out of the storage tanks at all times. 

TL: So you made gas only part of the day, but you'd store what you made and then 
that stored portion would be used in the evenings? 

SS: Yes and through the day also. 
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TL: With-- you mentioned that at some point the plant was closed down as a 
manufacturing plant; is that correct? 

SS: Yes, yes. 

TL: And that was approximately 1955 or '56? 

SS: Yeah, around that time; yes. 

TL: Can you describe what happened when that plant was closed down as a 
manufacturing plant? 

SS: Well, everything -- the machines were shut down and the only thing we used as a 
compressor, we had automatic -- installed automatic propane air plant and the 
compressor then pumped the gas into the old storage tank that was previously 
used for manufactured gas; so used the same tanks. 

TL: So you didn't need the briquettes anymore. 

SS: No. 

TL: And you didn't need the diesel oil anymore. 

SS: Right. 

TL: Let's talk about -- now we've talked about the gas and how it was made. 

SS: Um-hmm. 

TL: And where it went, when you make gas and you evaporate oil you get some sort 
of by-products don't you? Or waste? 

SS: Right; we had bug juice -- and there was very little of it and then we had creosote. 
And the creosote was hauled out to -- on the barge from the dock we had. We 
pumped the creosote down to the dock and they hauled it out of there on barges. 

TL: Now some people might call creosote a waste since it's generated as a byproduct 
of the process. 

SS: It's a byproduct that's a good selling product that people in**** bought it. They 
use it to all kinds of things. They can even use it to paint with it so iron won't 
rust. What they did over in Seattle or wherever they got the big tanks. I don't 
know. 

TL: But it was a valuable byproduct that you were able to sell. 

SS: Oh, yes. 

TL: And you said you loaded it off the site by the -- to a barge? 
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SS: Yes. 

TL: You also mentioned bug juice. 

SS: Um-hmm. 

TL: Can you tell us a little bit about that? 

SS: Well, there isn't much I can tell you about that because we didn't have much of it, 
but we had used a sprinkling can and sprayed on the weeds and the blackberry -
those going along the fence next to the road out there on Thompson Drive. So we 
kept that neat and clean looking. 

TL: Did you spray the bug juice anywhere else? 

SS: No. 

TL: Did you ever dump it anywhere or ever hear of it being dumped? 

SS: No; nuh-huh. 

TL: Did you or did any of your colleagues use the bug juice for anything? 

SS: Well, they told me they had even used it in their cars during the war. 

TL: To go with their gasoline? 

SS: Yeah; and they said -- one fellow was telling me that stuff is so hot even burned 
the valves on his engine, so they could prove that it worked all right. 

TL: So this particular byproduct that you're calling bug juice --

SS: Um-hmm. 

TL: -- was very flammable? 

SS: Yes, yes. 

TL: And did you ever use it in your car? 

SS: No. 

TL: Okay; you've described the property in Bremerton and said it was near 
Thompson. I'm going to pull up a map of the area and we'll ask you to talk for 
just a little bit about the map. This is an enlargement of the map that I just 
showed from Mr. Sesko's attorney's letter, and it's the same map; just a larger 
size. Let's see if I can fold it flat here and hold it out. And then I'm going to ask 
you some things about the map. 
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SS: Um-hmm. 

TL: Now, there's a reference -- this is a 19 -- is designated as a 1928 map. You 
indicated you started working there in the 1950's. 

SS: Um-hmm. 

TL: 1950 --

SS: Three. 

TL: -- three; is this Western Gas Company site located where the Western Gas 
Company site was that you worked at? 

SS: Right; correct. 

TL: That's between roughly -- somewhere between Pennsylvania Avenue and 
Thompson A venue? 

SS: That's correct. 

TL: And it shows the Port of Washington Narrows -- or Port Washington Narrows. 

SS: Um-hmm. 

TL: That's a waterway adjacent to that; isn't it? 

SS: Yes. 

TL: Now, was the Ian -- was the land itself hilly or generally flat or how was it in that 
area? 

SS: Where the plant was located it was pretty flat in there. 

TL: Okay. 

SS: Right in --

TL: And what was the bank going to the water like? 

SS: It was very steep. Nobody could even walk down that. 

TL: Okay. 

SS: It was really steep. They had some -- in fact, they had build steps to go down to 
the dock **bay** because nobody could walk it. 

TL: And you've mentioned the dock; I'll ask you: did Western Gas or Cascade Gas 
have a dock at this site? 
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SS: Yes, we had one down below here. 

TL: And that dock would be sort of off the area that on this map is labeled "winch" 
and be about this part of the property? 

SS: Yes; it be close to that; yes. 

TL: We'll have a larger version of this whole area in a moment, but what I'd like to do 
is to talk about the rest of the area now with some of the neighbors on the map. 

SS: Um-hmm. 

TL: This map shows a Richfield Oil Company to be -- north is at this side of the map. 
Do you see that? Is this your recollection as well? 

SS: North -- the be --

TL: So that north --

SS: North -- yeah; so the be west of Thompson Drive; right? 

TL: I'll have to -- I have to ask you that but --

SS: Yeah. 

TL: Did Thompson Drive run north/south? 

SS: Yes. 

TL: Okay. 

SS: So then this would be west and here was a hill from Thompson Drive and north 
there was a hill going over there. 

TL: And Richfield Oil Company was up that hill? 

SS: Up on the hill; yes. 

TL: And it -- it was Richfield Oil then. Thompson Drive runs north/south. 

SS: Um-hmm. 

TL: Richfield Oil Company would be to the west and Richfield was up a slight or a 
steep hill? 

SS: Oh, a slight hill. 

TL: Slight hill. 
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SS: Yeah. 

TL: Okay; and that was still operating when you were there in the 1950's. 

SS: Right 

TL: Okay. Now, just south of the Western Gas Company site is an area identified as 
"lent's" -- L-E-N-T'S. 

SS: Yes. 

TL: Do you remember the Lent's was there when you were there in the 1950's? 

SS: Yeah; they had that property at that time; yeah. 

TL: Now, immediately to the east of the Western Gas Company site is what appears to 
be a drawing of a number of gasoline or diesel or fuel tanks of some sort. Do you 
remember whether those tanks were there in the 1950's? 

SS: Yes, they were there. 

TL: Do you remember who owned them at that time? 

SS: It was Lent's because I see Lent's had the big trucks out there. 

TL: Okay; and for -- just to make this -- this is north on this map; this is south on the 
map. Thompson runs north to south and Lent's would be then immediately south 
of your plant site. 

SS: Yes. 

TL: And these are the tanks that you were talking about? 

SS: That's correct; yeah. 

TL: Now, the map has a big open area to the north of Richfield Oil. Do you 
remember anything being located there? 

SS: Yeah, they have a yacht club down there. Let's see; the yacht club will be right 
down in this area. 

TL: So it would be just immediately north of the Richfield Oil Company and 
immediately west of Thompson A venue? 

SS: Yeah, that's correct. 

TL: Okay. Now, when you say a yacht club, is that a marina of some sort? 
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SS: Yeah, they had that marina there and they also -- I met some people lived on their 
boat down there, so --

TL: When was that? 

SS: Was in 1954? 

TL: Okay; ifl may, what I'd like to do now is tum to the blow up or the enlargement 
of the Western Gas Company site portion of this map and to talk with you about 
that portion of the site. 

SS: Okay. 

TL: I'm gonna make one exception; my apologies. 

SS: Okay. 

TL: We've talked about there being -- let's see ifl can hold this up -- fuel tanks in this 
area. Do you remember any fuel tanks over to the east of Pennsylvania Avenue? 

SS: Yes;**** had big tanks up there. 

TL: And you mentioned the dock--

SS: Um-hmm. 

TL: -- for Western Gas which was just off this area of Western Gas. 

SS: Yes. 

TL: Was there another dock? 

SS: Yeah; Lent's -- Lent's had a dock further up this way. 

TL: And is that dock still there? 

SS: That I don't know. 

TL: Okay. 

SS: I haven't been around that way**** couldn't tell you. 

TL: Okay. Do you know whether any of the other companies in this area also used 
that dock? 

SS: No. 

TL: Okay; did Cascade or Western ever use this other dock? 

Deposition Transcript - Svari Simonson 
ND: 16967.029 4824-8543-8467vl 5/14/2009 

page JO 



SS: No. 

TL: Did anyone other than Cascade or W estem ever use the Cascade dock? 

SS: No. 

TL: Okay. Now, I'm going to hold up and then I'll put down so we can talk about it --

SS: Okay. 

TL: -- the enlargement of the portion of the map that was the W estem Gas Company 
site. 

SS: Um-hmm. 

TL: And this is again from that 1928 map and this is simply labeled "Simonson Video 
Exhibit No. 3", so it's the same map we've been about. But do you recognize this 
general area? 

SS: Yes. 

TL: And is this the area we've been talking about? 

SS: Yes. 

TL: Now, I'll -- the dock I believe you said would be just off of the Lent's area? 

SS: That's correct; yeah. 

TL: What was the dock used for again? 

SS: We loaded creosote on barge down there. They -- I don't know who bought the 
creosote, but they come in with the barge with a big tank and we loaded the 
creosote down there. 

TL: And did you bring things from the dock onto to the site? 

SS: Yeah; we also got propane delivered. They we pumped that up to a propane tank 
over in here. 

TL: And where did your briquettes come from? 

SS: I don't know where they came from, but we got a couple of loads in on the barge 
and later they was hauled in with trucks. 

TL: Where were the briquettes stored? 

SS: They were stored right in the area behind, well, they'll be west of the building -
in the back of the building in there. That's where they stored all the briquettes. 
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TL: And that on this map would then be the area immediately east of Thompson 
Avenue? 

SS: Yes. 

TL: So the briquettes then would be stored right in here? 

SS: Right. 

TL: Okay; and you said the creosote would be pumped from a tank up in here 
somewhere. 

SS: Um-hmm. 

TL: Down to the dock? 

SS: Right. 

TL: And propane was pumped up to a propane tank here. 

SS: Right. 

TL: Okay; now, just in terms of direction -- again this is an expansion of the earlier 
maps, so north goes this way and that would mean that this is the same Richfield 
Oil site. 

SS: Yes. 

TL: Okay; and we talked about a fence. 

SS: Um-hmm. 

TL: You mentioned the fence where some bug juice was sprayed. 

SS: Yes. 

TL: Where was that fence on this map? Can you point it out? 

SS: The fence was going -- let's see -- going from the gate and over here a little ways. 

TL: Okay; was there also a fence between yourself and Lent's? 

SS: Yes. 

TL: Okay; was there any other fence going back this way? 

SS: No. 
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TL: Now, this again is designated a 1928 -- can you tell me what part of this was there 
when you were there in the -- from 1953 to 1956? 

SS: Well, this stuff in the storage tanks and everything was there. I don't recall ever 
seeing those tanks up there. 

TL: So these what are listed as oil and gasoline tanks were not there when you came in 
the 1950's? 

SS: No; I never seen them. 

TL: And these diesel tanks -- were they there or were they gone by then? 

SS: We had only one diesel tank and it was a square tank. 

TL: Okay; that was -- I believe you pointed here? 

SS: Right. 

TL: Okay; now, this shows the big circle that it calls a gas holder. 

SS: Right. 

TL: Can you describe what that was? 

SS: Well, when they made the gas they came out of the gas machines through the 
scrubber and into this -- this tank. They was floating**** by water, so when the 
gas got in there it just lifted this top of the tank up -- just floating in the water. 

TL: So that was where the gas went when it was first coming out of being 
manufactured. 

SS: That's right. 

TL: Where did the -- and then you mentioned the gas went to scrubbers. 

SS: Yes. 

TL Or to a scrubber; where was that scrubber? 

SS: The scrubber's located right next to that storage tank. 

TL: So it's this little circle right here? 

SS: Yes. 

TL: Okay; now these are -- these three circles are called scrubbers here, but I believe 
you've used another word to describe those? 

Deposition Transcript - Svari Simonson 
ND: 16967.029 4824-8543-8467vl 5/14/2009 

page 13 



SS: Yeah; they was the **putifiers** [purifiers?]. We took some of the odor out of 
the gas and other impurities that was in the gas that was taken out by using this 
wooden chips and some oxide of some -- some kind. I don't know exactly what 
that was. 

TL: So the gas would be purified in these purifiers and then would be pumped into the 
storage tanks? 

SS: That -- yeah, that's correct. 

TL: Now, that would mean that there was some sort of waste coming out of the 
purifiers? 

SS: Yes; they was -- they were cleaned out every so often, but I never saw where the 
waste went, but it could've been hauled out and I wasn't at work that day or 
whatever. 

TL: So the wood chips and so on that you've described were hauled -- they were not 
stored on site? 

SS: No; they're hauled out. 

TL: Okay; now, this 1928 drawing shows six roughly equal -- or equal tanks. 

SS: Um-hmm. 

TL: When you were there in the 1950's were all the tanks the same size? 

SS: No; the one on the very end over here was a little smaller than the others. 

TL: And what did it hold? 

SS: It held creosote. 

TL: Now, this is designated BLR RM. Can you tell me what this was? What this part 
of this building was? 

SS: That's where the machines were. We had two machines, one in the north end and 
one in the middle of the building where we made the gas. So we had two 
machines and one was shut down, then we overhauled the other * * * * ready. 

TL: Did you ever use a boiler to heat those machines? 

SS: It was a generator we called it; a generator. That's where we used the briquettes 
to keep the temperature up. 

TL: Okay. 

SS: So --
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TL: Now, was this -- were those machines on the ground or were they on concrete or 
were they on -- how -- describe the building to me if you will. 

SS: Well, there's a big building and a concrete floor. 

TL: And there would be a pipeline that connected that building to the -- to the gas 
holder? 

SS: Yeah; there had to be. 

TL: And what is this small building over here? 

SS: That -- that is the same. That's no building there. The building goes straight over 
and there's no building there. What we had in there was a little shed with a 
50-horse electric motor that was run the cable down to pick up the briquettes on 
the -- run the bucket on the cables picking up the briquettes down in the bay. 

TL: There's a dotted line sort of rectangle up here. Do you know, was there 
something there when you came in the 1950's? 

SS: No, was nothing there. 

TL: Okay; now, you've indicated that the briquettes were stored here. 

SS: Yes. 

TL: There's also some space up here. What was this used for? 

SS: Well, when I came they had the propane -- big propane truck delivered and they 
sold propane around town, and that truck was parked in there. There was no 
building there. 

TL: Did anyone ever park anything else in there? 

SS: Yeah, we had the fellow that bought the bus that went between Poulsbo and 
Bremerton and he bought that bus and made it into motor home, and he had that 
parked there. 

TL: Now, can you describe what this area was like? Was it --

SS: Well, it was more like a gravel parking lot. That's what I would call it; and then 
in the back there's a steep bank that goes down and had some -- I guess that 
belonged to Lent's -- and there were just tiny little trees growing in there and that 
kind of stuff; bushes, whatever. 

TL: Now, when this facility -- when this plant was converted from a manufacturing 
plant to a propane plant, how many tanks or what type of tanks were used to store 
the propane? 
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SS: One tank. 

TL: And do you know what happened to the other tanks? 

SS: Well, excuse me, the other tanks were used for storing manufactured tanks -
manufactured gas and they were then used to store the propane air we had for the 
city. 

TL: Now, with all the gas being manufactured on site or brought on side, presumably 
you had some way to get it off site. You had a gas pipeline of some sort? 

SS: Well, we had the distribution system in Bremerton. 

TL: Can you point out where that gas line would've come out from this -- on this 
drawing? 

SS: Yeah, it came -- came out from here, going straight down and up to Thompson. 

TL: So it would come in essence from east to west onto Thompson? 

SS: Um-hmm. 

TL: And then it would go south on Thompson. 

SS: Right. 

TL: And do you know about how far down Thompson it went? 

SS: Well, it went to 15th Street and then went east on 15th Street and over on High 
Street. It went -- it went down High Street to 13th Street and that's where you had 
the regulator station. That's -- for that line then went into the distribution system. 

TL: Who were the biggest customers at that time? 

SS: Navy Yard. 

TL: Did anyone other than the Navy Yard use Cascade or Washington -- or I'm sorry 
-- Western Gas? 

SS: Oh yes; we had quite a few. We had 500 customers -- 400 -- 500 customers. 

TL: Good; and can you name some of those other customers? For example, was the 
city a customer? 

SS: No; they're mostly private homes. We had gas downtown but I -- I couldn't -- I 
couldn't name them; mostly private homes. 

TL: Okay. 

Deposition Transcript - Svari Simonson 
ND: 16967.029 4824-8543-8467vl 5/14/2009 

page 16 



SS: In any place -- any street, so I couldn't tell you. 

TL: Now, was this pipeline that went first over to Thompson then up Thompson and 
underground or above ground pipe? 

SS: That was in the ground. 

TL: Within the ground? 

SS: Yeah; in the ground. 

TL: Okay; you were at this site from 1953 until it closed? 

SS: Yes. 

TL: And would you tell me -- can I offer you some water? 

SS: Thankyou. 

TL: Can you tell me how the site was maintained or kept up? 

SS: We always took real good care of it. In fact, we were so particular about this -- I 
should have told you sooner. We had briquettes that broke and tum to powder 
* * * *. We would clean that up and we had a little machine here. We used to take 
the stuff it cleaned up and heat it with steam and make new briquettes out of it. 
Everything was kept just -- just great. 

TL: Were the grounds kept the same way? 

SS: Yes. 

TL: At -- in some manufactured gas plant sites there's talk of tar or tar pits or tar 
wells. Did you have any tar wells or pits or piles on site? 

SS: No, we never had anything like that. 

TL: Did you ever have any big spills or releases that you were -- either while you were 
there or that you heard of from before you were there? 

SS: No, we never did; nuh-huh. 

TL: Now, you mentioned changing the purifiers for example. Did you ever have any 
problems when you were changing the purifiers? 

SS: No; I don't see what kind of problem that could be. 

TL There wasn't, for example, a big spill or a big pile of the purifier wood chips? 

SS: No, nuh-huh, no; that was taken care of. 
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TL: We talked about the site being closed. When you refer to the site being closed, 
ca~ you tell us again what you mean by that? 

SS: Well, it -- I don't quite understand what you mean "the site being closed". 

TL: It converted from a manufactured gas plant to a propane site. 

SS: Yes. 

TL: Did you -- when you said you worked there 'till it closed. 

SS: Yeah. 

TL: Were you involved with the transition to propane? 

SS: Yes. We would use the same storage tanks and the same building when we made 
the propane gas. 

TL: Did you continue to work at the site after it became a propane site? 

SS: Yes. 

TL: How much longer? 

SS: Until we got natural gas in town. I can't remember what year that was. Couple of 
years I believe. 

TL: And after you left this plant site, after you got natural gas in town, what happened 
to this site? 

SS: I really don't know because I got too busy working downtown, so I never even 
went back up there to -- to look. Well, I went by up there but nothing was going 
on at the time. 

TL: So if I understand correctly, after natural gas was brought in to Bremerton, you 
moved to the Cascade offices; is that correct? 

SS: That's correct. 

TL: And what did you do for Cascade after you left this plant site? 

SS: I was a service mechanic. 

TL: And you didn't have to go back to this plant site to service anything? 

SS: Not after we got natural gas; no. 

TL: Okay. 
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SS: I went by up there just when I happened to be in the neighborhood, but nothing 
was going on, and then I just didn't go back again before, well, everything was 
tom down and gone next time I saw it. 

TL: Were you ever involved in any part of the sale of any part of this property or the 
tearing down of any part of this property? 

SS: No. 

TL: I'd like to talk with you about other people who worked at the site. Do you 
remember, for example, who the supervisor at the site was? 

SS: Yeah; his name was Dick Rutz. 

TL: Can you spell his last name? 

SS: R-U-T-Z; and he had a son by the name of Pat and the last thing I heard about him 
he was living in Gardiner up by --

TL: Would Gardiner be near Sequim? 

SS: Yeah; near Sequim; yeah. 

TL: Now, you said "he". Is this Pat or Dick? 

SS: That's Pat; that's Dick's son. 

TL: Is Dick still alive? 

SS: No; he's gone. 

TL: Do you know whether Pat is still alive? 

SS: No, I don't. 

TL: But Pat -- did Pat also work at the site? 

SS: Yes. 

TL: Do you remember the names of any others who worked at the site that might still 
be alive and able to tell us about it? 

SS: No, I really don't. The only thing I can remember is a fellow by the name of Pete 
and I heard that he at one time was working for Washington Natural Gas and I 
believe he was in Oregon. So, I'm -- I'm -- that's the only one I can think of 
would be alive. 

TL: Okay. 
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SS: I know the name of the other people if you need them. 

TL: But are any of the -- are any of them alive****? 

SS: Not that I know of; no. 

TL: Okay; ifl may, I'm going to take a deep breath and ask you to take one and I'm 
going to check my notes and we'll see if there's anything else I need you to ask 
you. 

SS: Okay. 

TL: Mr. Simonson, I'll -- we've both talked and neither of us can remember anything 
more to ask. Is that -- at least I can't remember anything more to ask. Do you 
have anything more you want to say about it? 

SS: No, I really don't. 

TL: Okay. 

SS: I -- that's all I can remember from the good old days. 

TL: The attorney for Mr. Sesko and Mr. Sesko have not appeared, so I believe we are 
done. Thank you very much. 

SS: Okay; my pleasure. 

Videographer: So go off the video record; the time is 1 :37 p.m. 
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BREMERTON GAS WORKS SITE 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

John West Notes Regarding Conversation With Melvin C. Clapp 

• John West is a former attorney for Cascade Natural Gas Corporation. Mr. West discussed the 
former manufactured gas plant (MGP) with Mr. Clapp and prepared notes summarizing the 
discussion on April 21, 1997. 

• At the time of the discussion, Mr. Clapp was a retired chairman of Cascade. Mr. Clapp was the 
District Manager of Cascade's Bremerton district between 1968 and 1969. 

• Mr. Clapp said that between 1968 and 1969, "[the] main gas holders ... were not there, but that 
the main building and some of the smaller tanks on the water side of the property were still in 
place." 

• Mr. Clapp also said that the neighbor to the south of the MGP, "Lentz, Inc." [sic], was in operation 
between 1968 and 1969, and the "Lentz operation next door may have included wood treatment 
as well as pipe storage." 

Linda Baker Notes from Meeting at Site 

• Linda Baker is a former consultant for Cascade. Ms. Baker was present at two meetings at the 
MGP site in late 1997 together with representatives of Cascade (including one of its former 
attorneys, Tom Lindley), the then current owners of the former MGP property, and a former 
worker at the MGP, Sverre Simonsen (who attended one of the meetings). At the direction of 
Mr. Lindley, Ms. Baker prepared a summary of the meetings on October 7, 1997. 

• Mr. Simonsen, in response to a 1944 Polk Directory map showing the MGP, said: "[t]he eight tanks 
oriented east/west across the southern portion of the site held several products. The five 
northern tanks held finished gas. The three tanks to the south held 'creosote', 'bug juice' and 
propane. The creosote (assumed to be tarry MGP residuals) was of very high quality (4 percent 
water)." 

• Mr. Simonsen also said, "[t]he gas holder ... held creosote and water by-products and was maybe 
15 feet deep." 

• Mr. Simonsen also said, "[the] small scrubber tank was located on the north side of the gas holder 
(where a rectangular depression with four sections exists on the pavement)." 

John West Notes Regarding Conversation With Ed White 

• Ed White was a Cascade employee stationed in the Bremerton office between 1964 and 1965. 
Mr. West discussed the former MGP with Mr. White and prepared notes summarizing the 
discussion on January 26, 1998. 

• Mr. White said when he worked at the Bremerton office, the structures still in place at the MGP 
consisted of, "an old brick building, some large tanks, and some concrete piers which supported 
the tanks (cradles)." 

• Mr. White also said that between 1964 and 1965, "most or all the tanks were removed and the 
concrete piers were jackhammered and the rubble hauled away." 

• Mr. White also said that between 1964 and 1965, Cascade used the MGP property to store 
materials such as pipe and fittings. 
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